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The solution cf a centuries--old riddle of bird migration--the location of the 
winter home of the chimney, r,xif&-was announced today by the U. S. Fish and Wild- 
life Service with the repor 1, 
been returned from Peru thy, 

th-r;.t l3 bands taken from birds of this species have 
-@l the American embassy at Lima. 

Frederick C. Lincoln: in charge of the Service’s studies of bird migration, 
described the finding aa ir~z~e of the most imortant o-rnithological discoveries in’ 
at least two decades: !’ ex,lain:.ng &at the chimney swift was the only Earth &neri- 
Carl bird W??Ose .i*:in’:eriq ,;J ou,nc?~ hrlJ Gui net previously been charted. 

Tne retuxl of the h,-34-s fr,x~l swifts taken in Peru was the first such recovery 
outside of br .ih :!-cei*ioa, a.l”%ugh nearly 375,000 swif ;s have been banded during 
the -east ten y’tzxs 53vez* ii wi& area f:.om southe-rn Ciz?ada to the Gulf coast. Most 
of t.he bird bend+ stations are maxned by volunteers operating under a permit from 

a 
he Fish and Wildlife Service and coopera.ting with that agency in a study of bird 

migration. 

Of the chimney swifts reported from Peru, 
the River Yanayaco area, 

where they were shot by Indians in 
8 had been banded in Tennessee and one each in Illinois, 

Connecticut, Alabama, Georgia, and Ontario. 
1940, 

Dates of banding ranged from 1936 to 

Chimney swifts are found over much of Korth America east of the Rocky Mountains 
during the summer months. In the fall they gather in the southern states in enor- 
mous flocks--thousands may spend the night in a single chimney, Suddenly they dis- 
apr,ear, not to be seen again Iuntil the following wring. 

The mystery surrcunding the lccation of the swift Is winter home was so great 
that even eminent naturalists of the past generation fell back on weird Medieval 
theories, such as the one that the birds buried themselves in the mud of swamps and 
hibernated until spring. 

While t.ha solution of the mystery of the swifts means that at least nart of 
the winter range of every North American bird is now known, there remains one bird 
whose nest and eggs have never been discovered, according to Mr. Lincoln. This is 
the bristle-thighed curled, which is believed to nest somewhere in Alaska and 
crosses thousands of miles of t.he Pacific to winter in the islands of the South 
Pacific, 

Supplementing the recovery o f banded chimney swifts in Peru is a recently pub- 
lished report that thousands of swifts resembling the Korth American species had 

-.er, 
e!L 

s eel2 hovering over a large, abandoned chimxy in the Amazon Valley in Brazil. 
thou& no specimens were c’ctained for verification, “the whole incident is so 

tzpical cf chi*nzy swifts that there seems little reason tc doubt the identifica- 
tion, particularly in view of the banding data now at hand,” Mr. Lincoln said. 



Considerably smaller than a sparrow, long-winged and short-tailed, the sooty 
black chimney swift is believed to be faster on the wing than any other small bird 
of eastern North America. Almost its entire waking life is spent on the wing, zig- 
zagging back and forth through the air in search of its insect food. Pro’oably it 
seldom if ever comes to rest on the ground or on the limb of a tree. 

As their name implies, chimney swifts nest and sleep by preference in 
chimneys -- a modern adapta.tion of the hollow-tree homes of their ancestors, still 
used by many swifts. Audubon once entered such a hollow tree at night to observe 
the swifts; he estimated nine thousand sleeping birds above him. 
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